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DISPENSATIONS 


RESPECTING THE CHURCH. 


RELIGION has appeared under different dispensa- 
tions: the Patriarchal, in which a Saviour was promised :— 
The Mosaical, in which he was typefied :—The Christian, in 
which he was manifested in the flesh, and is now preached 
unto the world: add the Celestial, when the Redeemer’s tri- 
umph shall be complete. These dispensations bear evident, 
marks of divine wisdom: they succeed each other at an ap- 
pointed moment, and in succession, promote and bring to per- 
fection, a plan formed in the councils of eternity. ‘The more 
they are known the more they astonish. Let them command 
attention : let them inspire reverence: let them regulate the 
life and conduct. 

Adam was constituted the head of his posterity : he repre- 
sented the whole: a representation wisely formed to secure 
their honor and happiness. A! depended on a single and an 
easy act. Let him be steady. The penalty and the reward 
were of the same extent. Faithful, he and his children shall 
live forever ; but wnfaithful, he and his children shall surely 
die: he proved wnfatiiful, and what was the consequence ? 
The penalty which had been incurred was actually inflicted : 
but upon whom? Upon Adan, the first transgressor, and upon 
all whom he represented, his descendants as in succession 
they came into existence. An important fact is hereby 
ascertained, that children may receive benefit or detriment 
from the constitution of things which infinite wisdom. has 
formed for his creatures, whilst yet incapable either of good 
or evil. Itis not for us to impeach any act of him whe made 
us. Be assured the Judge of all the earth has done right. 
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The second Adam also represents mankind, and has so 
acted, that the benefit derived from the second, exceeds the 
loss sustained by the first. It was promised at the fall, that 
the seed of the woman should bruise the head of the serpent, 
In consequence of this promise, the sentence of death was sus- 
pended, an accepted time and a day of salvation were afforded ; 
such worship was prescribed as best preserved the knowledge 
of the promise and rendered it impressive: a rule was given 
for the direction of conduct ; and the spirit in his enlightening, 
regenerating, and sanctifying influences was not denied. By 
sacrifice, Ged took men into a covenant relation with himself, 
But who received benefit from this dispensation? Adam and 
his family without exception. The sacrifice was offered by 
all, in confirmation of truths in which they had the nearest 
interest: they deserved to die; but, through the death of 
another, a way of escape was open. Let these truths be be- 
lieved and felt, and for the future deter men from disobedi- 
ence. Let them persist in a believine and obedient course. 
Here we recognize a dawn of hope, a ray of gospel light, the 
commencement of the Messiah's triumph. 

For ene hundred and thirty years we read of no remarka- 
ble event. Cain, like his brethren, was instructed in the 
truth ; he took part in the sacrifices: and had the same en- 
couragement, and was under the same obligation to the exer- 
cise of faith and obedience ; but his religion was all external ; 
to the power of godliness he was an utter siranger. He felt 
no need of the promised deliverer, therefore, in his offering, 
the lamb, in which the deliverer’s appearance was prefigured, 
was neglected. Being Icft of God, he lost the government of 
himself: he was warned and admonished, hut the warning 
and admonition had no effect ; he grew werse and worse, un- 
til, staining his hands ina brother’ s blood. he filled up the 
measure of his iniquity, and became a miscrable exile. 

His principles and conduct, were at variance with the puri- 
ty. the safety and the peace of society. This was a new era 
in the history of mankind. The apostate and his family were 
designated children of men. In them the religious principle 
was veakened and depraved. They neither feared God, nor 
regarded man. They erred in w orship ; ; -_ were stained 
with blood. Phe enmity of their hearts marked them as the 
seed of the serpent. The characteristic was too plain to be 
mistaken. "Phey were dangerous te society. Let them fiy, 
and neyer henceforth polute the religious assembly, nor put 
the innocent and helpless im terror. 
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This apostacy was mortifying, but a seed remained to 
serve the Lord. Among the other branches of Adam’s fami- 
ly many were faithful, ‘Enos was remarked for his piety and 
geal, and with his fellow worshippers and their families were 
distinguished from the apostates, by an honorable title, con- 
ferred on all, ** sons of God :”? Ah! the thoughtless youth run 
heedlessly into danger: they associated with the race of 
Cain, already extremely degencrate : : and formed the mast 
intimate connections. The warning of their pious fathers. 
and their picus example had no effect. Wickedness swelled 
like a torrent and swept all before it. When they could not 
he reclaimed, the flood came, at God’s command, and with 
the exception of one family destroyed the whole world. 

In the family of Noah, the human race was continued. 
Grateful that in the ruin ef millions. they had not been invol- 
ed, we find them engaged in en act of worship: God accepted 
of their worsiip. and by a solemn covenant, assured Noah 
and his descendants, that until the end of time, they should 
never again be subjected to such a desolating scourge. Reli- 
gious knowledge and w orship co:imunicated from the begin- 
ning, and practised until the flood, were preserved by Noah. 
The awfal judgment from which they had just escaped, made 
deep impression, and powerfully suppressed these crimes 
whereby such a judgment had been incurred; but depravity 
was not extirpated. 

Ham's conduct was very shameful; and the views of those 
who were engaged in the building of Babel were displeasing 
to God, who gave strong Indications of his displeasure, and 
branded all who took part in the rebellious attempt as apos- 
tates. ‘They, who remained under the immediate inspection 
of Noah, preserved the spirit and purity of religion : but even 
among them there was a sad, yet gradual defection ; not eve- 
ry where in the same degree, nor to the same extent, but in 
all it was more or less apparent. Wickedness increased as 
mankind increased. Nimrod imbibed the spirit, ruinous to 
the world before the flood: he had acquired power which he 
abused. By rapine and violence he established his authority, 
forming into a kingdom, and the first which had existed on 
carth, these who assisted him to prey on the preperty and 
peace of ais neighbours. He was of the race of Ham, whose 
disrespect drew upon him and his descendants the execration 
of his injured father. Their conduct was more vitiated than 
that oftheir brethren, laying a foundation for future servi. 
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tude and disgrace. The cities of the plain were so reprobate, 
that nothing could reclaim them; neither judgment, nor mer- 
cy ; the calamity of war, nor the return of peace ; the warn- 
ing voice nor the pious example; all, all was disregarded ; 
their cup was full, and their destruction inevitable. Things 
were hastening to a crisis, idolatry and crimes were gaining 
an ascendancy, threatening soon to banish from the earth the 
knowledge of God and his service. 
During the patriarchal ages, God had witnesses and advo- 
cates; but they were individuals or separate. societies ; no 
Jan had yet been formed to concentre their exertion. Enoch 
and Noah, Melchizedeck and Job, were as stars of the first 
magnitude ; but Abraham is best known, his faith and obe- 
dience, in circumstances well suited to try the strength of 
both, were very illustrious ; upon him God conferred an ho- 
nour peculiarly distinguished. He was constituted the father 
of many nations, Al], who for the future, were found believ- 
ing and obedient, are by God himself declared and acknow- 
Jedged as hisseed. In covenant with Abraham, his immedi- 
ate descendants were, he was assured, to become numerous, 
and to have possessions secured for them in Canaan; of this co- 
venant we have a particular account in the fifteenth chapter of 
Genesis: But the seventeenth chapter of Genesis records a dif- 
ferent covenant, perfectly distinct, and of peculiar features 
strongly marked. 
By this covenant God constituted persons of a certain char- 
acter, one body, of whom, Abraham was acknowledged the 


father, and received promises in their name. His immediate 


descendants were included, but not all of them; Isaac and 
Jacob were the heirs of the promise, to the exclusion of Ish- 
macl and Esau; nor were his natural descendants only in 
view, but all who were bought by their money of whatever 
family, or born in their houses; nay it extended to all wha 
professed to believe in the God of Abraham, and to attach 
themselves to his worship and service. This body was placed 
as a barrier against the attacks of irreligion and immorality. 
Communication with the wicked was the ruin of the old world, 
and like communication was now threatening equal ruin ; 
but the remedy devised by infinite wisdom, was then introduc- 
ed, and from that period to the present its beneficial effects 
are felt. | : ' 
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In this covenant, God engages to be a God to Abraham and 
his seed. Among them the knowledge of God; of justification 
by faith ; of acceptable worship; of the Holy Spirit, through 
whose agency a depraved nature is renewed, and a holy life is 
mantained ; and, of the restoration of life and immortality, 
shall be preserved: such knowledge is of vast moment, and 
has been effectual for the salvation of multitudes: and, al- 
though abused, or less improved than might have been ex- 
pected, still it has triumphed in the worst of times, and shall 
triumph over every discouragement. God in this covenant, 
stands to all included therein, in the relation of their God, 
being known of them, and worshipped by them, so that to 
them belongs the adoption, and the covenants; the service 
of the God, and the promises: ail this is secured by the cove- 
nant, and all may be enjoyed; and yet the individual who 
bears no fruit correspondent to his privileges may perish. 
It is evident that a visible church was hereby established, the 
guardian of the truth, affording each connected there with 
advantages, which improved assure him of eternal life. 

The covenant was confirmed by the rite of circumcision. 
This rite was applied to Abraham and to every male belong- 
ing to him; and was ordered to be applied to his seed in suc- 
ceeding generations, under severe penalty, should it be neg- 
lected. But what was it? It was the seal of the righteousness 
by faith—God’s covenant, or a witness for him on earth. Buf 
what did it seal? or what did it witness? That every one, 
upon whom this mark was ordered to be put, Was a regenerated 
person, and an heir of life? No, at no time would this have 
been true. But it was a seal to the truths of which the church 
was in possession ; and of which it was appointed to be the 
repository. Having been initiated into the knowledge of the 
true God, and dedicated from the earliest moments to his ser- 
vice, they might even in that view say, theu art our God and 
we will praise thee, our father’s God and we will magnify 
thy name, 

_ Isaac was not yet born when Abraham was constituted the 
father of many nations, receiving in their name promises, 
which were confirmed by a solemn covenant. Ishmael was 
included in the covenant, but was thrown out, because of his 
scornful conduct, and it was declared, that « in Isaac shall 
thy seed be called :’? Esau also was rejected, when he pro- 
fanely sold the privileges connected with the birth right; and 
Jacob was announced, to be the heir of the promise. These 
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circumstances intimate that the seed protons to Abraham, is 
designated by character not by carnal descent. 

From Abraham’s day until the Israelites left Egypt, the 
patriarchal dispensation was yet in existence : but there wasa 
preparation to introduce a new state of things, The promise 
to Abraham began to take effect when the family of Jacob 
leaving Egypt, ‘and passing the Red Sea, were there baptized 
into Moses. They were a mixed multitude, but were formed 
into one body or church: God taught them, and took then 
under his protection. He was the God of the fathers and of 
the children. <A visible distinction was put between them and 
the rest of the world. ‘They were trained up in the wilder- 
uess for the possession of Canaan. The law given on Sinai, 
and the various ceremonial instituticns were no part of the 
covenant with Abraham; but were added as well calculated 
to prepare the church in that age for the enjoyment of future 
blessings. 

A dispensation of types was now organized : the wander- 
ing of the Israclites forty years in the wilderness: the de- 
struction of the unbelieving, but the admission of the believing 
into Canaan; were shadows of the state of things in this 
world, and ofa happier state of things in the world to come, 
which can be enjoyed by those only who lead lives of faith and 
obedience ; but from which the unbeliev ing and disobedient 
shall be excluded. 

During the continuance of the Israelites in the wilderness, 
and after their settlement in Canaan, they often departed from 
God, but never did he cease to claim them as his people. 
During the governmeut of the judges, or of the kings. when 
the kingdom Was one, or was divided: in their own land or 
in captivity : among foreigners or among natives ; when their 
conduct was praiseworthy or censurable, still they were ac- 
knowledged as God’s people, he visited ** their transgression 
with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes, nevertheless his 
loving kindness did he not utterly take from them, nor suffer 
his faithfalness to fail. His covenant did he not break, nor 
alter the thing which had gone out of his lips.” 

The covenant with Abraham did not receive its full accom- 
plishinent before the Messiah appeared. In the dispensations 
both of providence and of grace, there is a gradual advance- 
ment. What goes before prepares for what is to follow ; and 
what follows is attended with additional advantages. The 
Maseica! dispensation, was an improvement upon the Patriar- 
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chal ; a church. was then organized ; and the principles, by 
which that church is perpetuated and governed, were pre- 
scribed and fixed. These principles are found in the coven- 
ant with Abraham. . They regulated the church in its forma- 
tion, and shall continue to regulate it whilst it exists. 

No society on earth, where men die, can exist long, with- 
out a supply is afforded in place of those who time after time 
are removed. This supply may be derived from them, who 
had no connection therewith, but advanced to mature 
years, are capable of such engagements as the nature of these 
societies and their welfare demand; or the privilege may 
descend from father to son :.in both ways is the church to be 
perpetuated. Where any profess faith in what God says, and 
obedience to what he commands, and nothing is known to 
invalidate that profession, the church is bound to recognize 
such as the children of Abraham, and to receive them .as her 
sons and her daughters. Being thus received, their descen- 
dants from the moment of their birth have a right to the same 
privilege. This is plainly expressed in the covenant, and 
fully stipulated, it deserves all attention. «* And when Abram 
was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I am the Almighty God 3; walk before me, 
and be thou perfect. And I. will make my covenant be- 
tween me and thee; and will multiply thee exceedingly. 
Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 
As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt 
be afather of many nations. Neither shall thy name any 
more be called Abram ; but thy naine shall be Abraham: for 
a father of many nations have I made thee. And I will make 
thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee; 
and kings shall come out of thee. And I will establish my co- 
venant between me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant; to be a God unto 
thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, 
and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stran- 

er, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; and 
will be their God. And God said unto Abraham, Thou 
shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after 
thee, in their generations. This is my covenant which ye 
shall kee» between me and you, and thy seed after thee; ev- 
ery man-child among you shall be circumcised. And ye shall 
circumcise the flesh of your foreskin ; and it shall be a token 
of the covenant betwixt me and you. Andhe that is eight 
7 
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days old shall be circumcised among you, every man-child 
in your generations ; he that is born in thy house, or bought 
with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. He 
that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and 
my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting cove- 
nant.” 

The transition from the Mosaical, to the christian dispen- 
gation was gradual. John the Baptist’s ministry can be as- 
signed neither to the one nor the other. Itis an intermediate 
step. It was higher than the one, but lower than the other. 
The church by this step was advanced, after the ascension of 
Christ to Heaven. Instructed by Christ and his apostles, the 
field was in high culture, and sown with the best seed. Many 
Jews believed Christ to be the Messiah ; and many gentiles re- 
nouncing the vanities, the object, in time past, of their wor- 
ship, for tirse to come, determined to worship; and in any 
way he may prescribe, only the living and true God. The 


apostles had an express commission thus to convert the na- 


tions, but when converted, by baptism, now the initiating rite, 
to admit them into the church, and to plant them in a field 
cullivated and sown with good seed. According to the con- 
stitution of the church, established from its commencement, 
and acted upon during the whole of the Mosaic dispensation, 
the children of those who profess the true religion, and are 
members of the church, are also members, and are acknow- 
ledged to be so. Let them, receiving the initiating rite, be 
attended as a nursery which supplies plants in place of those 
whom the waste of time is ever removing. By this constitution 
the church is perpetuated. One generation of the faithful pas- 
seth away, and another cometh. The field is ever productive 
and yields successive crops from age to age. 

Young and old, infant and adult belonged to the church 
under the Mosaic dispensation. But did all and each act 2 
part consistent with the relation in which they stood to God ; 
and the privileges enjoyed? ‘This none can pretend. They 
were stiff necked and rebellious, always resisting the holy 
ghost, as did the fathers so did the children. But did God 
disown and throw them off? No, never; prophets were raised 
up to instruct and reprove them: one judgment encountered 
their perverseness after another; of longer or shorter dura- 
tion, of greater or less: severity ; still, in the worst times, 
God claimed them 2s his people, their ‘children were circum. 
cised, their connection with the church, according to the co- 
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venant with Abraham, was acknowledged, and they wers 
ever treated as standing in such a connection. And what 
was the consequence? Whilst gross darkness involved other 
nations ; whilst the religious principle was corrupted, and the 
practice vitiated ; whilst they lived without God and without 
hope ; this nation preserved the true doctrine and practice ; 
wickedness was suppressed and kept under, and the belief of 
immortality was strong and operative. It was not, until the 
Messiah was rejected by the nation in general, an act of the 
greatest atrocity, subverting the great design for which 4 
church was established on earth; that they, as withered 
branches, were cut off, and others more promising were graltr 
ed in. 

Under the Mosaic dispensation, principles, by which the. 
church is pepetuated, were fully established. It is the same 
church which still exists. When cither the father or the 
mother believe, the children are pronounced “holy ;” a 
phrase well known to the Jews, as intimafing a connection 
with the church. When the household of Stephanas and of 
Lydia, and of the jailor were baptized, the Jews recognized 
a principle which they had always acknowledged, and for 
which they strenuously contended: let the nations be con- 
verted, let them be baptized; let them be taught, were 
expressions which could not be nusundertsood. 1 nation 
professing christianity, stands in the same connection 
with the church under the present dispensation, as the- 
nation of the Jews stood with the church under the former 
dispensation. The priuciple was fixed and could only 
be altered by a divine command; but ne such command ex- 
ists. I should tremble to alter an institution which Ged had 
appointed, and under a severe penalty enjoins. To forbid 
what God commands, is to be wiser than God. Wht pre- 
sumption ! It is the crime of Uzzah, who put forth his hand to 
the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen shook it; 
the ark requires no such stay, God will take care of the ark ; 
Uzzah died: aveid the crime and punishment of Uz- 
zah. God wasa God to Abraham and his sced formerly, and 
is so still, and shail continue to be so, whilst the church on 
earth remains, An attempt to reject children, born of parents, 
members of the church, as members, is sacrilegious; it is refus- 
ing a privilege which God bestows, and which cannot be 
wrested from them without setting his covenant and com- 
mand at defiance. 

Ignorance concerning God’s covenant with Abraham is a 
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fertile source of embarrassment and mistake. It established 
a ‘visible church,” constituting him the father of those who 
should be admitted thereunto, and giving a command and 
promises in their name. As they were not all Israel who 
were of Israel, neither are they all christians who profess to 
be christians: But in the body or church to which these 
professors belong, and no where else, is the knowledge, the 
worship and the service of God to be found. The church is 
a field sown with good seed ; but tares have grown up among 
the wheat, and shall grow up. Shall the servants root out 
these tares ? No, it would endanger the wheat. Let them 
grow together until the harvest ; this the proprietor commands; 
at the harvest, but not until then, can the separation be come 
plete or lasting. The church is a net which is cast into the 
sea, and gathered of every kind ; which, when it was full, 
they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good in- 
to vessels and cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end 
of the world ; the angels shall come forth and sever the wick- 
ed from the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire; 
there shall be * wailing and gnashing of teeth.” A church 
on earth to which no hypocrite and no wnworthy person is 
attached, is not to be expected. It exists in an overheated 
imagination ; but it is neither promised, nor anticipated m 
the scripture. 

A faithful ministry encounters the unworthiness of members 
who disgrace their profession, wherever it exists, by doctrine 
and reproof, by correction and instruction in righteousness. 
It lays the axe at the root of the tree ; It announces, repeats 
and urges that the tree which bears no fruit, or fruit which 
is not good, shall be cut down and cast into the fire. When 
( onduet is offensive, much more when vicious, let such mem- 
bers be avoided by their fellow christians, and forbidden for 
a time to touch whet is sacred: by these steps they may be- 
come sensible of their shameful conduct, and recovered from 
the ervor of their ways. Judgment begins at the house of 
God. 'The professor of religion who disgraces his profession, 
is offen visited with calamity peculiarly severe ; many corin- 
thians who had erred, were weak and sickly and many of them 
died, ‘They were thus chastened, that they might not be con- 
demmed with the world. ‘The reproot’ of providence ; the 
admonitions and solemn protestations of the church ; suspen- 
sion for a time from communion, and friendly intercourse. are 
the wholesome discipline used to reclaim the erring and un - 
steady. When these measures are taken and exhausted ; and 
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such refuse to hear the church and to regard her authority, 
iet them solemnly be cast out, to take their share with a world 
lying in wickedness ; then indeed the church lays no claim to 
thera or theirs; they belong to another community, and have 
forfeited their interest in the covenant and the promises: but 
whilst the connection of christians with the church has not, by 
their own express and avowed act been broken ; or by the so- 


© lemn act of the church itself; their offspring are claimed by 


the church, and it is her solemn duty, to direct and see that 
they be brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
The rising generation may be more observant of divine things 
than the preceding. 'The generation which entered Canaan, 
prepared by such discipline as has been explained -were more 
religious than the generation who were destroyed in the wil- 
derness; yet both belonged to the visible church, by both God 
was known, and his service perpetuated. 

This subject may be illustrated by the constitution of civil 
society, and as an illustration only itis introduced. The 
mode of admitting foreigners to citizenship is prescribed, but 
when admitted, their children are citizens by birth-right; 
this right is not affected by the ill conduct of parents, their 
conduct in proportion to the injury done to society is restrain- 
ed or punished by the laws; but still the privileges which citi- 
zenship affords is in its full extent enjoyed by their children. 
Such the privilege belonging tothe children of the members of 
the visible church; they are members, in the full extent, claiming 
the privileges which can be enjoyed in childhood, and of 


) which in maturer years they become capable. 


I have only to add in confirmation of what I have already 
advanced, that the churches to whom the apostles directed their 
epistles, were disgraced by the conduct of their members ; and 
the seven churches, to each of which our Lord ordered an epis- 
tle to be sent, were praised for many things, for many thin; 
also they were condemned ; yet they were acknowledged to be 
churches of Christ, although censure was passed on what 
disgraced their profession, and awful threatenings were 
denounced should the exhortation to repentance and amend-. 
ment be neglected. 7 

When churches become so corrupt that instruction and re- 
proof; that the voice of thunder and the arm of discipline are 
generally disregarded ; God will appear to vindicate the 
honor of his insulted name; nay, he has appeared. The 


judgments of Ged, in our day, have fallen heavy upon countries 


professing christianity, but vitieted to the core: the fire raged 
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for a long succession of years, for a moment it appeared to be 
extinguished ; but the embers again were seen in flames ; the 
flame is smothered ; but there is no security against its burst. 
ing with consuming violence whilst churches are satisged 
As the form, but altogether destitute of the power of God- 
iness. 

The church on earth, with all the defects attached to the 
members whom it admits, is the mean used by God to lessen 
the degree of irreligion and immorality which would other- 
wise deluge the world ; to secure aseed to serve God in the 
succeeding generation, When the preceding has passed away : 


and to guard the scriptures that they may be handed down in J 


their purity, to aj] ages, as the great standard of faith and 
manners. 

It is a miserable thing, and the subject of deep regret and 
bitter lamentation, that christian rarents should be neglect- 
ful of these Cuties arising from their connection with the 
church. But because they fail in their duty, is the church to 
fail in hers? They violate this command and the other ; and 


js this to be remedied by the church when she refuses their 


offspring a privilege entailed upon them by its original con- 
stitution? Is the parent to be punished in the children? Is 


there no punishment which would immediately fall upon the | 


transgressor, whilst the innocent escape? Was not the dis- 
crimination made under the Mosaic, and is it not made under 
the christian dispensation? Were not the children, of the Jew 
reprehensible in many respects, admitted to the church? 
and what forbids this to the children of the christian? Our 
conduct is not to be regulated by what we think tends to the 
purity of the church: what says the law: Itis an original 
principle, and enjoined in the covenant with Abraham, which 
covenant is the charter by which the church holds her privi- 
leges, that the children of those who are members of the 
church are by birth-right members. Where the parent has 
not renounced christianity, and such a renunciation, even 
an unworthy parent would abhor; and the church has 
found no reason to cut them off, a severe step to which the 
church never proceeds without a pressing necessity: the child 
by all means is to be taken in, and to be under the inspection 
of the church; nay, increasing attention is necessary, in its 
religious education, to supply defects in this respect from o- 
ther quarters ; the child may be a blessing to the church which 
ihe parent has troubled; but cast off, the world will claim the pro. 
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perty, and take sufficient pains to destroy, what it is the bu: 
siness of the church to save; let the plant, which in the barren 
goil of the world would wither and degenerate, in the garden 
of God, be cherished, and matured, that it may flourish and 
vield abundant fruit. , 

“A sister church sensible of the principles which I now ad- 
yocate, and of the difficulty arising from the carelessness and 


§ indifference of many professing christians, has directed god- 


fathers and god-mothers, who fear the Lord, to become res- 
onsible for the religious education of children ; this whilst it 
admits the principle, that the children of professing christians 
are the children of the church, passes a stigma upon many 
parents, who cannot be depended upon; sureties are therefore 
Rey that the performance of their duty shall not be ne- 
lected. 
P In the view now given of the church as established with 
Abraham, I do not advocate a favourite opinion; I only seek 
the truth ; should my success in quest thereof be doubted, let 
others pursue the search; the moment my judgment is con- 
vinced I shall cheerfully embrace the truth, and act accord- 
ingly, withouf being biassed by any consequences. 
One result from this discussion is that the first care of the 
church should be directed to those whom she acknowledges as 


children of the church. Let them at stated times, and these 


at no great distance be catechized and instructed. Let the 


Bright which the church has in them be explained. Let their 


rivilege be insisted upon, of participating in the most solemn 
service of our religion, as soon as their capacities are matur- 
d, their knowledge sufficient, and their religious principles 
dixed ; let the church treat these subjects with plainness and 
fection. Let her zeal to benefit those put from their infan- 
y under her care, swallow up lesser objects. Zeal here can- 
not exceed ; it is a leading and essential object in the consti- 
ution of the church. Obstacles from parents and friends 


Pay appear insurmountable, but they will give way to perse- 


ering and resolute attempts; nay, she will find aid from 
hose from whom she expected opposition; and her cencern 
or the salvation of the child will be found the best means to 
uvaken parents to a sense of theirduty, and to the impor- 
ance of eternal things. 

Another result from this discussion is; the strictest atten- 
ion from the church to those who have grown up under her 
puthority ; teach them what they know not; reprove what is 
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faulty ; persist in attempts to reclaim the erring; Let the 
severity of discipline fall upon the perverse ; be patient, be 
zealous, be uniform in these measures; and let those who 
cannot be reclaimed be separated from the church, that their 
feaven may not leaven the whole lump. In doing her duty 
the church may be assured of the blessing of God. 

As the Mosaic was an improvement upon the patriarchal dis- 
pensation ; and the christian upon the Mosaic; let it not be 
supposed thatthe progress in improvement stops here: no, 
in another world a more perfect state of the church than ever 
has, or ever can exist on earth may be expected: then no 
tares shall mingle with the wheat ; nothing that is defiled, with 
the clean; no wicked person with the righteous. This state 
some vainly expect onearth. It shall arrive, but only in 
heaven. The church on earth is a nursery, from which no- 
thing but what is useful shail be transplanted; what is noxious, 
or what is useless shall be destroyed. It becomes the concern 
of the individual to improve the advantages now afforded, that; 
at last he may flourish for ever in a better climate, and un- 
der better circumstances. 
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AN ADDRESS 


Or Tat AMERICAN Bree Society, TO FHE PEOPLE OF 
THE UNITED STaTEs. 


EVERY person of observation has remarked that the 
times are pregnant with great events. The political world 
has undergone changes stupendous, unexpected, and calculat- 
ed to inspire thoughtful men with the most boding anticipa- 
tions. 

That there are in reserve, occurrences of deep, of lasting, 
and of general interest, appears to be the common sentiment. 
Such a sentiment has not been excited without a cause, and 
does not exist without an object. The cause is to be sought 
in that providence which adapts, with wonderful exactitude, 
means toends: and the object is too plain to be mistaken by 
those who carry a sense of religion into their speculation$ 
upon the present and the future condition of our afflicted 
race. 

An excitement, as extraordinary as it is powerful, has 
roused the nations to the importance of spreading the know- 
ledge of the one living and true God, as revealed in his Son, 
the Mediator between God and men, Christ Jesus. This 
excitement is the more worthy of notice, as it has followed a 
period of philosophy, falsely so called, and has gone in the 
track of those very schemes which under the imposing names 
of reason and liberality, were attempting to seduce mankind 
from all which can bless the life that is, or shed a cheering 
radiance on the life that is to come. 

We hail the re-action, as auspicious te whatever is exqui- 
site in human enjoyment, or precious to human hope. We 
would fly to the aid of all that is holy, against all that is pro- 
fane ; of the present interest of the community, the family, and 
the individual, against the conspiracy of darkness, disaster, — 
and death—to help on the mighty work of christian charity—~ 
to claim our place in the age of Bibles, | 

We have, indeed, the secondary praise, but still the praise, 
of treading in the footsteps of those who have set an example 
without a parallel—an example of the most unbounded bene- 
volence and beneficence: and it cannot be to us a source of 
any pain, that it has been set by those who are of one blood 
with the most of ourselves ; and has been embodied in a form 
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so noble and so catholick, as ** The British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society.”’ 

The impulse which that institution, ten thousand times more 
glorious than all the ,xploits of the sword, has.given to the 
conscience of Europe, and to the slumbering hope of millions 
in the region and shadow of death, demonstrates to christians 
of every country what they cannot do by insulated zeal; and 
what they can do by co-operation. 

In the United States we want nothing but concert to per- 
form achievments astonishing to ourselves, dismaying to the 
adversaries of truth and piety ; and most encouraging to eve- 
ry evangelical effort, on the surface of the globe. 

No spectacle can be so illustrious in itself, so touching te 
man, or so grateful to God, as a nation pouring forth its de- 
votion, its talent, and its treasures, for that kingdom of the 
Saviour which is righteousness and peace. 

If there be a single measure which can overrule objection, 
subdue opposition, “and command exertion, this is the mea- 
sure. That all our voices, all our affections, all our hands, 
should be joined in the grand design of promoting «peace on 
earth and good will toward men’’—that they should resist the 
advance of misery—should carry the light of instruction to 
the dominions of ignorance ; and the balm of joy to the soul of 

anguish ; and all this by diffusing the oracles of God—addres- 
ses to the understanding an ar ument which cannot be en- 
countered ; and to the heart an appeal which its holiest emo- 
tions rise up to second, 

Under such impressions, and with such views, fathers, 
brethren, fellow-citizens, the American Bible Society has been 
formed. Local feelings, party nrejudices, sectarian jealou- 
sies, are excluded by its very nature. Its members are 
leagued in that, and in that alone, which calls up every hal- 
lowed, and puts down every unhallowed principle—the dis- 
semination of the Scriptures in the received versions where 
they exist, and inthe most faithful where they may be required. 
In such a work, whatever is dignified, kind, venerable, true, 
las ample scope: while sectarian littleness and rivalries can 
find no avenue of admission. 

The only question is, whether an object of such undisputed 
magnitude can be best attained by a national Society, or by 
independent associations in friendly understanding and cor- 
respondence. 

Without entering into the details of this inquiry, we may 
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ve permitted to state, ina few words, our reasons of prefer- 
ence to a national Society supported by local Societies and by 
individuals throughout our country. | 

Concentrated action is powerful action. 'The same powers, 
when applied by acommon direction, will produce results 
impossible to their divided and partial exercise. A national 
object unites national feeling and concurrence. Unity of . 
a great system combines energy of effect with economy of 
means. Accumulated intelligence interests and animates the 
public mind. And the Catholick efforts of a country, thus 
harmonized, give her a place in the moral convention of the 
world ; and enable her to act directly upon the universal plans 
of happiness which are now pervading the nations. 

It is true, that the prodigious territory of the United States 
—the increase of their population, whichis gaining every 
day upon their moral cultivation—-and the dreadful conse- 
quences which will ensue from a people’s outgrowing the 
knowledge of eternal life; and reverting to a species of hea- 
thenism, which shall have all the address and profligacy of 
civilized society, without any religious control, present a 
sphere of action, which may for a long time employ and en- 
gross the cares of this Society, and of ail the local Bible So- 
cieties of the land. 

In the distinct anticipation of such an urgency. one of the 
main objects of the American Bible Society, is, not merely to 
provide a sufficiency of well printed and accurate editions of 
the Scriptures ; ; but also to furnish great districts of the A- 
merican continent with well executed Stereot ype plates, for 
their cheap and extensive diffusion throughout regions which 
are now scantily supplied, at a discouraging expense; and 
which, nevertheless, open a wide and prepared fieid for the 
reception of revealed truth. 

Yet, let it not be supposed, that geographical or political 
limits are to be the limits of the American Bible Society. That 
designation is meant to indicate, not the restriction of their 
labour, but the source of its emanation. They will embrace, 
with thankfulness and pleasure, every opportunity of raying 
out, by means of the Bible, according to their ability, the 
light of life and immortality, to such parts of the world, as are 
destitute of the blessing, and are within their reach. In 
this high vocation, their ambition is to be fellow-workere 
with them who are fellow-workers with God. 
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Peorre oF THE UnITED STATES; 


Have you ever been invited to an enterprise of such 
= and glory? Do you not value the Holy Scriptures? 
alue them as containing your sweetest hope; your most 
thrilling joy ? Can you submit to the thought that you should 
be torpid in your endeavours to disperse them, while the rest 
of Christendom is awake and alert? Shall you hang back, in 
heartless indifference, when princes come down from their 
thrones, to bless the cottage of the poor with the gospel of 
peace; and imperial sovereigns are gathering their fairest 
honours from spreading abroad the oracles of the Lord your 
God? Is it possible that you should not see, in this state of 
human things, a mighty motion of Divine Providence? The 
world is at peace! Scarce has the soldier time to unbind his 
helmet, pon! 4 to wipe away the sweat from his brow, ere the 
voice of mercy succeeds to the clarion of battle, and calls the 
nations from enmity to love ! Crowned heads bow to the head 
which is to wear ‘ many crowns ;”’ and, for the first time 
since the promulgation of christianity, appear to act in unison 
for the recognition of its gracious principles, as being fraught 
alike with happiness to man and honour to God. 

What has created so strange, so beneficent an alteration ? 
This is no doubt the doing of the Lord, and it is marvelous 
jn our eyes. But what instrument has he thought fit 
chiefly to use? That which contributes, in all latitudes and 
climes, to make christians feel their unity, to rebuke the 
spirit of strife, and to open upon them the day of bro- 
therly concord—the Bible! the Bible!—through Bible Soci- 
eties! 

Come then, fellow-citizens, fellow-Christians, let us join 
in the sacred covenant. Let no heart be cold; no heart be 
idle: no purse reluctant? Come, while room is left for us in 
the ranks whose toil is goodness, and whose recompence is 
victory. Come cheerfully, eagerly, generally. Be it ime 
pressed on your souls, that a contribution, saved from even a 
cheap indulgence, may send a Bible to a desolate family ; 
may become a radiant point of « grace and truth” to a neigh- 
bourhood of error and vice ; and that a number of such con- 
tributions made at really no expense, may illume a large tract 
of country, and successive generations of immortals, in that 
celestial knowledge, which shall secure their present and 
their future felicity. 
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But whatever be the proportion between expectation and 
experience, thus much is certain: We shall satisfy our con- 
viction of duty—we shall have the praise of high endeavours 
for the highest ends—we shall minister to the blessedness of 
thousands, and tens of thousands, of whom we may never see 
the faces, nor hear the names. We shall set forward a sys- 
tem of happiness which will go on with accelerated motiom 
and augmented vigour, after we shall have finished our ca- 
reev; and confer upon our children, and our children’s chil- 
dren, the delight of seeing the wilderness turned into a fruitful 
field, by the blessing of God upon that seed which their fathers 
sowed, and themselves watered. In fine we shall do our part 
toward that expansion and intensity of light divine, which 
shall visit, in its progress, the palaces of the great, and the 
hamlets of the small, until the whole “earth be full of the 
knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea!’ 
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A VISION. 


AT Union Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, 
much attention had been roused to religious concerns. j 

A friend has handed me a Vision, which a young female had, 
whilst apparently in a trance, and which was subject of con- 
versation ; it is said to have occasioned deep reflection, where 
reflection was unknown before: I shall state some of the par- 
ticulars and leave them with the reader, placing very little 
confidence in dreams or visions ; but at the same time admit- 
ting that God for wise purposes may vary his dispensations ; 
yet advising much caution, as here imposition is easy, and 
has so often found access to weak or thoughtless minds. 

The person, the subject of the present vision, in a late re- | 
vival, felt the malignity of sin and was restored to peace, 
through believing views of a Redeemer; whilst engaged ii: 
religious exercises with her friends she fell into a deen slum- 
ber. She thought she was in the presence of her Saviour, 
and conversed with him. She saw some on the road to heaven ; 
others on the road to destruction. She was enticed to leave 
the way to heaven by the enemy of souls, but resisted: after 
this encounter she had a sight of heaven; she was enraptured 
with the songs of the redeemed. She sung during her sleep, in 
a manner she could not when awake. She is said next morn- 
ing to have repeated one of the celestial anthems. 

fm sleep we are often employed as we were when awake, but 
the employment is varied by a thousand fantasies: I see no- 
thimg in what has been related but what might have taken. 
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4 i , place in a common dream, to one so exercised in mind, and 
| Wat go employed. We are fond of what is visionary, but must be 
| | it on our guard, and receive with extreme hesitation, accounts 


1 nh 
i 4 of communications with the world of spirits, which, in great 

oe kindness is for the present withheld. 

ia On a journey some years ago, I had entered an Inn to break- 
i fast: A decent looking servant addressed me, * You seem to 
i be a clergyman”—* I am’’—** I am glad of it; my mind has 
ft 4 been much exercised, agd I wish direction. I attended 
ie worship, was a witness when numbers fell down, and were 
i a converted; I was a stranger to their feelings, and it gave me 

aL much distress ; but a few nights ago in my sleep, I fell down 

and was converted, is conversion during sleep, the same aé 
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conversion when awake?” ‘The case was new, but it was 
stated with anxiety and interest ; I was unwilling to enter in- 
to the merits thereof. I perceived the woman’s heart was 
touched and that she was sincere, although ignorant. She 
was exhorted to believe in Christ and to keep his commands : 
to seek his spirit to teach her, and to strengthen her to do her 
duty. This, she was informed would afford her a better de- 
pendence than the baseless fabric of a vision. She took in 

ood part what was said, and I have reason to be much better 
satisfied with her religious conduct, than with the theory of 
religion Which she had imbibed. 


THE MINISTRY OF 


JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


MISTAKES in one instance often lead to mistakes in 
another. Evil comes not alone, but in its train evils multiply. 
A variety of facts illustrate this assertion particularly the er- 
roneous opinion entertained concerning John’s baptism and 
ministry. Can christians form upon this model? What was 
his baptism ? or what the design of his ministry ?—The chris- 
tian baptism is an initiating ordinance ; administered in the 
name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Was John’s baptism an initiating ordinance?» Into what 
church did it initiate? Into the Jewish? No, all who received 
John’s baptism were already in full communion with that 
church: or into t! uaristian? No, the christian church did 
not commence before Christ’s ascension into heaven, some . 
time after John had finished his course and slept in the dust. 
John did not baptize in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. There is no evidence that he bap- 
tized in any name. Water was used by John, to assure the 
penitent, that God had provided a way in which he might be 
torgiven, and to dispose him to enter upon that way the moment 
it should be open ; which Joha assured him would be imme- 
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diately. John’s baptism, in these respects, differed essen- 
tially from the christian. It was a preparatory service and of 
short continuance. Mention is expressly made in the nine- 
teenth chapter of the acts of the apostles of twelve men, whom 
John baptized, who were baptized anew in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. But was not Christ baptized of John? He was : 
and why? The Jews were required to submit to John’s bap- 
tism, and there was no exception ; but Jesus was a Jew, and 
as a Jew submitted to what was required of his countrymen ; 
as he submitted to circumcision; to attend the sacrifice of- | 
fered in the temple, and the worship of the synagogue. He 
had no sins to confess ; and needed no Saviour; but as this 
was an ordinance binding upon all the nation, it became 
him to respect a divine appointment, and the appointment he 
did respect: this affords an argument which applies more ex- 
tensively than is sometimes observed: an ordinance may re- 
quire of ene, in some circumstances, what in other circum- | 
stances it does not require of another ; yet upon both it is bind- 
ing. The christian who forms upon the model of the Baptist 
takes a retrograde motion, he descends ; and it is impossible 
to say, whether a step still lower, may not be taken. 


CRITICISMS. 


LUKE, speaking of the time when Joseph of Arimathea 
took the body of Christ from the cross, says, the sabbath 
drew on, the original word is Epiphosco, epi signifies acces- 
sion, phosco, to shine. ‘The Greeks began their day as we do, 
and the word used by them expressed a gradual accession of 
light until the sun rose. The Jews began their day at sun- 
set, but they adopted the Greek word, used by them, it did 
not express an accession of light, but the approach of dark- 
ness. The sabbath drew on means that it was about sun-set, 
The word used both by the Greeks and by the Jews, expres- 
sed the commencement of their day, although the word ear- 
ries an idea of light, and as used by the Greeks, the idea ex- 
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pressed was realized ; yet it expressed the ver} opposite 
when used by the Jew. The ideacommon to both was the 
commencement of day, but by the one it commenced about 
sun-set, and by the other about the rising of the sun. The 
word itself expresses light, but. light was not thought of when 
used by the Jew, that idea was pped, and the idea com- 
mon to both, the commencement of their day, was only res 
tained. ) 

John speaking of his ministration, says, * I baptize you”. 
how? Jn water? no, but with water; as Christ shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost, but how is that baptism represented? 
‘¢ J will pour my spirit upon thy seed.”” © They were bap- 
tized of John in Jordan :”’—in conveys also this idea in the 
original, at, by, near; * they went both into the water.” 
The apostle John tells us that he came « first to the sepulchre’’ 
—John, xx, 4. What is translated in the one passage * into,”* 
is in the other translated * to,”"—we ane assured in the one 
instance that he did not enter the sepulchre; nor are we cer- 
tain in the other that they went at all into, but to or neay the 
water. What is translated, in Jordan, into the water, out of 
the water, is as faithfully translated, at Jordan, to the water, 

rom the water; This is well known to all who are conversant 

with the Greek Testament. It will be found impossible, from 
what is said in scripture, to prove, that, of those who were 
baptised, any one was in the water at all; or wet even the soal 
of his foot. 

The same observations apply to the word by which bap- 
tism is expressed. It, like the words I have been examining, 
is of Greek origin, It is of little consequence what the word 
in its original meaning expresses ; for words, as used at dif- 
ferent times, and among different nations, vary extremely. 
Charity, when our translators of the scripture lived, was ex- 
pressive of love in general; it has now acquired a more con- 
fined meaning, “ giving alms: by retaining the word in 
this confined meaning, the spirit and beauty of that eloquent 
passage in the thirteenth chapter of the first epistle to the Co- 
yinthians is entirely lost. The question therefore is not, what 
is the meaning of baptism in the original ; but what meaning | 
is affixedto the wordin thc oracles of truth? In this inquiry a 
man, who knows nothing of other languages may acquire 
sufficient satisfaction. The apostle speaks of « divers washe 


, ings” or baptisms ; but in no one instance can it be déter- 
mined, that immersion was practised, riofeven in the cage 
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of John’s bantism, it might have been by sprinkling or pour- 
ing upen, and circumstances lead to believe that this was the 
mode, 

The sixth of the Romans is supposed to have an allusion to 
the mode of baptism: we are said, in baptism, to be crucified 
—to be planted together—to live—to be buried with Christ ; 
how was he buried ? a room was cut out of a rock, there the 
body was laid, not a particle of earth thrown over it; what 
allusion has this to immersion in water? The fact is, the 
apostle tells the Romans, that baptism, however administered, 
was expressive of the benefit which christians derive from the 
life, crucifixion, burial and resurrection of Christ; but it is a 
conceit to suppose that the mode of applying water for that 
purpose is referred to; if the mode be referred to, I would be 

lad to know what mode can be adopted which bears a resem- 

lance to all the circumstances now mentioned. Edwards 
has placed this in so clear a light, that I refer to him, all who 
wish information on the subject. 

The mode carnot be determined from scripture ; it, of con- 
sequence, is of less importance ; but as the promise concern- 
ing gospel times is, «I will sprinkle all nations ;” and as 
pouring out, is used speaking of the spirit, one or other of 
these modes is what is spoken of, and what was practised, 


THE ORIGIN OF REJECTING INFANT BAPTISM. 


Tue famous Tertullian had adopted a fancy, that every sin 
committed after baptism was either unpardonable, or nearly so; 
for which reason he earnestly recommended the delay of bap- 
tism till at least the heat of youthful passion subsided. Now, 
as Tertullian was a man of such eminence in his time, we may 
be sure that an advice from him, urged with vehemence, and 
supported by such plausible arguments, could not fail to influ- 
encemany. This was also a leading opinion among the sect 
called Vovatians ; in consequence of which, infant-baptism 
could not be practised among that sect: and I may add, nor 
adult-baptism either, till the hour of death, as they denied the 
remission of sins to christians, sinning after baptism. 

Others again imagined, that the very act of baptism washed 
away all sin whatever, and hence deferred baptism, that every 
oe might gratify his lusts without restraint ; knowing, that 
if he could get himself baptized before death, he was sure of 
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a full remission.—Others would delay baptism till they had 
attained the thirtieth year, because Christ was baptized at 
that period of life. Ona similar pretence, Constantine the 
Great would not be baptized but in the river Jordan: and 
hence, as he never came to that place, he did not submit to 
baptism till on his death-bed. Some, moreover deferred bap- 
tism till they could have access to be baptized by some emi- 
nent bishop.—All these opinions, and refutations of each of 
them, are to be found in the writings of Bazil, Gregory, Wa- 
nianzen, Chrysostom, Augustine’s confession, and Eusebius’ 
life of Constantine. 

From the above short detail, it is easy to see what a pow- 
erful and extensive influence these ideas must have exerted 
among mankind—ideas suited to the taste of the whimsical, 
the capricious, those fond of novelty, the lovers of pleasure ; 
supported, at the same time, by men of talents, in eminent: 
stations, and renowned for piety and learning. Seeds so con- 
genial to the soil of man, and cherished with so much care, 
must have taken such a firm hold of the human heart, that we 
need not wonder, if time itself has not been able to extirpate 
them. Had they not been checked in their progress by the 
strenuous efforts of men of great eminence in the churches, 
they would probably have overspread the far greater part of 
the christian world. The votaries of these opinions, however, 
still maintained a footing in various places; aud although, 
for a long time, they seem to have inculcated the delay of bap- 
tism for such reasons as have been mentioned, yet, as the - 
transition from these to an absolute denial of the divine au- 
thority for infant-baptism, was so very easy, in process of 
time, infants were excluded from baptism altogether, and that 
as is usual, inthe name of Jesus Christ. When or where this 
last idea had its birth, I imagine cannot be ascertained. It 
seems to have dwelt in obscurity for a long time, till at last it. 
burst forth from its solitude in the sixteenth century, and made 
a very considerable progress in Germany, extending its in- 
fluence to Holland, Britain, and other countries ; in all which 
it still maintains its ground.—Thus it has assumed various 
forms. At first it deferred the baptism of infants on pruden- 
tial considerations ; at last it divested them of their right, and 
made the sacred oracles pronounce against them the sen- 
tence of exclusion, In all stages, however, it seems, unhappi- 
ly, to have laid a disproportionate stress on, what the school+ 
men eall the opus operatum, the act itself and the mode of pex 
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forming it. A finger undipped would rendér baptism of no 
éffect! Would make it «a mere human ordinance!” Scrip« 
ture too, must be called ia to support this fancy.—What has 
hot been spoken and done in the name of the Lord ?—False 
ideas of religion, must, it seems, still be, maggots of corrupted 
teats. 


ADVICE 
TO THOSE WHO ARE IN DOUBT CONCERNING BAPTISM. 


THE practice of rebaptizing those who have been baptized 
in their infancy cannot be justified by precept or example, or 
any good’reasons. Infant baptism administered by sprink- 
ling, we have examined by the scriptures, and find it to be 
well warranted, to renounce it therefore, and be baptized 
over again, is utterly wrong. And though we charitably be- 
lieve that those who have gone into the practice, have done it 
conscientiously, yet their consciences were therein misguided, 

nd they have entangled themselves by the wrong step they 
hive taken, and given Satan ah advantage against them. 
Having openly renounced communion with all christians, but 
those of their own party, they too often appear to be exceed- 
ingly hardened against all means that can be used for con- 
vincing them of their error; and take it with great scorn and 
impatience, to. have it suggested to. them that perhaps they 
are in a mistake. Andif any such suspicions should ever: 
arise in their minds, yet what a strong temptation will they 
have to wink hard against the light, when it begins to enter 
into their minds, and to discover to them, what they cannot 
bear the thought of, that in the height of their confidence they 
have beeri Wrong.. Itis very unhappy when christians run 
themselves into such sad intanglements, and get their scru- 

les and prejudices fixed and rivetted. 

Let such then as labour under doubts and scruples, respect- 
ing the validity of the baptism they have received in-their ins 


f rio 
rip- 
; has 
‘alse 
pted 


| M. 


ized 
* or 
ink- 
o be 
ized 
 be- 
ne it 
ded, 
they 
em. 
but 
eed- 
con- 
and 
they 
ever 
they 
nter 
nnot 
they 
run 
cru. 


ect- 
ins 





69 


fancy, be advised not to be hasty and rash in takiiig a step of 
go much importance, as the renouncing of this their baptismal 
dedication to God, and the communion of those churches, 
which have had evident tokens of the gracious. presence of 
Christ in their administrations. We are far from urging you 
to give up your consciences to our direction. We claim no 
dominion over the faith of any one, but wish you to examine 
and judge for yourselves, what is truth, and what is right. 
If we can give you any assistance in searching the scriptures, 
by pointing out to your notice any evidences of the truth which 
you may have overlooked, we would willingly in this way, 
be helpers of your joy. Nor do we object to your considering 
candidly what may be offered on the other side: for we are 
persuaded thai a gocd cause will suffer no damage by. being 
thoroughly examined in the clearest light. But remember 
there is a great difference between a difficulty and a clear rea- 
son, between being puzzled, and having a rational and satis- 
factory conviction; between having scruples about the regu- 
larity of infant baptism, and having sufficient arguments a- 
gainst it. Take time to weigh things fairly and justly: and 
let no one drive you along blindly, faster than you can see 
your way plain before you. Be willing to take pains, and 
use all the helps you can come at, to get a right understanding 
of the grounds and reasons on either side. I[f there be any 
thing you cannot comprehend, seek the assistance of those 
who may. be able to instruct you. And if, after all, you should 
be unsatisfied, rather wait in suspence, till God shall vouch- 
safe you further light, than change blindly and at a venture, 
as many have done. And cherish a meek and humble dispo- 
sition. * God will guide the meek in judgment. and teach the 
meek his way.” Take heed that Satan does not blow you up 
with spiritual pride, which is more odious and dangerous than 
any other. ** Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit, there 
is more hope of a fool than of him.” And take heed of wil- 
fulness, of evil surmisings, and prejudices ; and let it be your 
daily and earnest prayer to God, that he would guide and 
keep you in his own way, and grant you that wisdom and 
understanding which is needful fer your direction. And be- 
ware that no man deceive and bias you with crafty artifices, 
and confident pretences, instead of sound reasons, “* Believe 
not every spirit, but try the spirits, whether they be of God ; 
for many false prophets are gone out into the world.” If 
there are any that are manifestly actuated by a party spirit ; 
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any that would sour and leaven your minds with uncharita- 
bleness; any that would lead you away from the scriptures, 
to follow enthusiastic impressions and impulses ; any who é€n- 
deavour to persuade by noise and clamour, and fierceness, and 
striking the passions, instead of enlightening the understand- 
ing by plain scripture, and fair calm reasoning; any that 
endeavour to move men from their stedfastness, by flatteries, 
or censures, by confidence, by pitying the blindness of others; 
or boasting of their own illuminations ; such as these you have 
reason to be cautious of hearkening to. Take heed that you 
be not imposed on with chaff instead of wheat; with vain 
dreams, and hurtful préjudices, instead of divine truths. 
Make the scriptures the rule of your religion, according to 
the plain and natural interpretation of them. If any one can 
offer you light from the scriptures, attend to it; but resolve to 
see and judge for yourselves, And let it be your care consci- 
entiously to practise agreeably to what you have already 
learned of the will of God. This is a good preservative against 
dangerous mistakes, and being carried about with divers and 
strange doctrines. « If any man will do the will of God, he 
shail know of the doctrine, whether it be of God.” 

The scheme of the Annabaptists is better adapted to a co- 
venantof works than of grace. The covenant of grace is, 
Live and do; but the covenant of works is, Do and live: and 
thus they proceed boldly to state conditions of the grace of 
God, and privileges of the covenant, at least to our infant seed; 
and when a legal scheme is introduced into the church in any 
form, it overthrows all doing, all evangelical and acceptable 
obedience. We wish our brethren to consider, whether they 
may not place too much of religion in their baptism, or their 
peculiar mode of it ; too much confidence in their narration 
of experiences, which confidence is always dangerous ; as 
conforming men more to the proud Pharisee, than the humble 
Publican? And there is one thing further, which ought 
to be mentioned with much humility. 

After renouncing the covenant of their baptism entered into 
in infancy, God scems to renounce many of them. It is aw- 
ful to resist the light, and fight against truth. God often per- 
mits such to go further and further astray ; there is this re- 
markable, that there is scarcely an example of one, who has been 
once taken in the snare, ever renouncing his error, or re- 
turning to his former profession ; but many, very many ex- 
amples of running further astray, or from one error and de- 
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lusion to another, until many of them have sunk into all the 
superfluity of naughtiness, We also wish they would consi- 
der, whether they may not be doing an infinite injury to the 
church of God, and to their own children, by casting them 
out of the inheritance of the Lord? May they not by this con- 
duct increase and enlarge the visible kingdom of Satan, and 
diminish Christ’s ? True, it is not by man’s judgment they 
are to stand or fall; no, that.is a mercy tousall. We con-~ 
fess ourselves fallible. Are they not so too as well as we? 
May they not be in error? We verily believe them to be so, 
and deem it a labour of love te try te convince them, 
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DIED, on the second of September, at Baltimore, 
Mrs. Jane S. Inglis, wife of the Rev. Doctor James Inglis, 
She was amiable and pious ; in her tongue was the law of kind- 
ness; her own works praise her.—She was active in pro- 
moting the welfare of the church of which she was a member, 
and in giving the Bible to those who were destitute of this in- 
estimable treasure. She was the friend of the poor, and al- 
ways had an ear to listen to their complaint, and a hand to 
afford them relief. She was beloved by her friends, and re- 
spected by all. Her death had long been expected. The last 
moment approaching, she exhorted her children, and gave 
them her blessing. She was perfectly recollected—and de- 
parted in peace. Isce her husband at the moment of sepa- 
ration, on his knees, surrounded with the children and weeping 
friends, like the patriarch of old. saying in devout resigna- 
tion, * the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, bles- 
sed be the name of the Lord.’”? he remains of the departed 
saint were often visited—another and another gaze—it awoke 
sentiments of mingled grief and triumph: she was happy ; he 
miserable ; when shall he also depart and join her who was 
the dearest to him on earth: I hear language expressive of 
these various feelings, drop from his lips. 


AH! lovely appearance of death. 
What sight upon earth is so fair ? 
Not all the gay pageants that breathe, 
Can wiih a dead body compare : 
Wiih solemn delight I survey 

The corpse, when the spirit is fled, 
In lowe. with the beautiful clay, 

And longing to lie in its stead. 
How biest is our sister, bereft 

Of all that could burthen her mind ; 
How easy the soul that has left 
This wearisome body behing J 
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Of evil incapable thou, 

Whose relicks with envy I see, 
No longer in misery now, 

No longer a sinner like me. 
This earth is affected no more 

With sickness or shaken with pain ; 
The war in the members is o’er 

And never shall vex her agains 
No anger henceforward or shame, 

Shall redden this innocent clay ;. 
Extinct is the animal flame, 

nd passion is vanished away. 
This languishing head is at rest, 

Its thinking and aching are o’er 3 
This quiet immoveable breast 

Ts heav’d by affliction no more : 
This heart is no longer the seat 

Of trouble and torturing pain ; 
It ceases to flutter and beat, 

It never shall flutter again. 
The lids she so seldom could close, 

By sorrow fobidden to sleep, 
Seal’d up in eternal repose, 

Have strangely forgotten to weep: 
The fowntains can yield no supplies ; 

These hollows from ye are free : 
The tears are all wip’d from theke eyess 

And evil they never shall see. 
To mourn and to suffer is mine, 

While bownd in a prison I breathe ; 
And still for deliverauce pine, 

And press to the issues of death: 
What now with my tears I bedew, 

O might I this moment become ! 
My spirit created anew, 

My flesh be consign’d to the tomb ! 


On the fourth of September, at an early hour, she was ate 
tended to the grave by numerous friends. 
tears, from female acquaintances, and an afflicted multitude, 
could not shake the firmness with which the faith of the gos. 
pel inspired her late husband; with an infant in each hand he 
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went tothe tomb. Mr. Glendy, the officiating clergyman, 
says a correspondent, was so affected he could hardly pro- 
ceed, and offered up a devout and an appropriate prayer: 
He charged the surreunding spectators to prepare for 
that death which was inevitable ; For, said he, « could 
beauty, youth or intellect, could a heart fraught with the most 
virtuous feeling, could a breast throbbing with the most bene- 
volent sensations, could the mingled prayers of friends, or the 
tears of the dearest relatives, arrest the arm of the 
king of terrors, we should not have been here summoned 
to pay this last sad tribute of respect to our departed friend.” 
He addressed Dr. Ingles in the most feeling and affectionate 
terms, which drew those tears from the unfortunate sur- 
vivor, Which his calm christian resignation had before with- 
held. The screams of distress from the females, I cannot 
describe. Ido not know when my feelings have been so much 
affected. I returned with Mr. —. and Mrs. —: the latter 
gave me the particulars of Mrs. Inglis’ death. 

She said, she called her children to her, prayed for each 
separately, commencing with the eldest, and laying her hand 
upon their heads—she said to William «© Oh my son, 
with my expiring breath let me beseech you to make the 
scriptures your constant study, and ever iook te Jesus, as your 
best, your dearesi friend ; remember how often I have prayed 
with, and for you ; and remember, I pray you remember, this 
is the injunction and prayer of your dying mother.” 

She told him how he should pray—and then prayed 
for the rest—bade each and all farewell—her eye; brightening 
with Christian hope she expired. 
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I insert another letter from a young lady in Baltimore, to her 
friend in Alexandria, on thissubject ; it is a good example of 
epistolary writing,—it cannot miss its way to the heart. 


Baltimore, Sep. 5, 1816. 


YES my dear ****, our beloved Mrs. Inglis is indeed 
very “low ;°? her frail, diseased tenement of clay will ere 
long be covered with the «clods of the valley,” food for worms, 
deposited in the cold and cheerless grave; thanks, eternal 
thanks, to our blessed Redeemer, who can transform this 
awful gloom, into the portal of glory: her pure spirit hath 
found that rest which remaineth for the people of God. Yes- 
terday morning she calmly breathed her last oppressive gasp. 
Perhaps you know, that she entertained hepes of recovery, 
till three weeks since, when her father informed her, death 
was inevitable? But her surprise and agony were momentary; 
her strong mind, and firm faith, soon banished the terrors 
that appal weak mortals on the first view of an opening grave ; 
she could resign herself to the will of that God, whom she 
had so diligently served, and who would not forsake her in 
the trying hour ; yet she said many things in life were dear 
unto her—an affectionate beloved husband ; dutiful, promis- 
ing children; and a large circle of social sympathysing friends; 
the prayers, the tears of these ; of a whole community could 
not counteract the mandate of the Most High. Mourn all ye 
daughters of Zion. here lies your mother in Israel ; a bright 
pattern of true vital piety ; that tongue which so sweetly, and 
eloquently invited to the paths of peace and innocence, is still, 
and motionless: O! let those who were blessed with her in- 
structions, remember, and imitate a life, that could rob death 
of its sting! And ye, poor and despised of the earth, ye in- 
deed have cause to mourn and lament; when chilling blasts 
have penetrated the miserable hovels, that barely sheltered 
you from the winter’s storm, and haggard famine threatened 
your helpless little ones, how has she like a kind angel visited 
you in your despair, and relieved ali your wants; and made 
the heart of the widow to leap for joy ;’’ now is she reap- 
ing the reward of those deeds of charity, which ascend as 
sweet incense before the throne of the Almighty! But, | for- 
get | am writing to you, who long since knew our friend sp 
intimately, Cerys Freee is just returned from Mx, Joss’ 
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she says they appear quite resigned, and sorrow more for the 
living than the dead; E...., (who you know has been stay- 
ing at Mr. F.......’s) was carried home while C........ was 
there ; she is still very weak, and unable to walk across the 
room, her grief is poignant. A short time before Mrs, In- 
glis died, she called her mother, and asked if she had ever 
been undutiful, or given her any uneasiness ; her mother re- 
plied never, but when she was sick, her anxiety for her re- 
covery was all the uneasiness she ever caused. I fear few 
mothers can say as much—Mrs. I....., begged she would not 
grieve for her, she was going to her Saviour and her God, 
where she hoped her mother would soon follow. When dying 
she raised herself in the bed, called the nurse, and told her 
to take her mother out of the room, for she was just going!— 
With such strength and composure did she meet the grim de- 
stroyer. Since the day her father told her she must die, she 
has said very little to any body, did not even inquire about 
the children, she was no doubt holding sweet communion with 
her God. I saw her some days since, but O how changed! 
Is this she who used to edify us with pious conversa- 
tion, or amuse us with innocent jests?—her emaciated form! 
sunken eye! and altered voice! shocked me exceedingly ; 
when we parted, she squeezed my hand in silent love as a last 
farewell—her speech was inarticulate.—To-morrow morning 
at 6 o’clock, we follow her dear remains to the grave. My 
dear J... my theme has been melancholy, but I will not ap- 
pologise for dwelling on it so long, as I know you are deeply 
interested in every particular, and will accutely feel with us, 
the irreparable loss. May we my dear friend, die the death 
of the righteous, and may our latter end be like hers, farewell. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. . 


THE WEATHER. 


BOTH in Europe and America the cold during last sum- 
mer has beenjsuch as to arrest attention. Apprehensions were 
entertained concerning the wheat, but the crops of wheat have 
been abundant: the corn is much injured in some parts of the 
country, but in others the prospect is promising. A letter 
froma gentleman now in the upper county to his friend in 
Richmond, dated Aug. 30, 1816, will be read with much in- 
terest. 

‘¢ THe phenomena which the present yearexhibits islike- 
‘«‘ ly to prove no less fatal, than they have been singular. I 
«‘ need not remind you of the lateness of the spring, and the 
‘* coolness of the early part of the summer. What I mean to 
‘«* remark on, is the unusual occurrence, even in this elevated 
‘‘ tract of country, of severe frosts in the month of August. 
‘¢T had before frequently experienced the same unplea- 
‘sant frigidity of the summer nights on this side of the 
‘¢ ridge—but neither I nor any of the inhabitants anticipated 
«*such intense frosts as we have lately had. On the night of 
‘the 20th inst. and on the succeeding night, I am told that, 
‘in Greenbrier and Rockbridge counties, the corn was so 
‘* much injured by frost as to create aserious alarm of total loss 
‘* in the expected crop. In Augusta county considerable in- 
‘‘ jury is also reported to have proceeded from the same cause, 
‘on the nights of the 27th and 28th instant.—These frosty 
‘nights are preceded by uncommonly serene and brilliant 
‘ evenings. On these occasions, the azure tints of the west- 
«ern sky, and the last golden jets of the departing sun, 
« together with the rich accidents of a variegated mountain- 
“ous region, are eminently calculated to delight the eye of 
‘* both painter and poet.—But the effect, which follows is too 
« deplorably felt by an industrious and valuable population, 
‘not to be deeply lamented. I can assure you, that although 
‘‘ the invigorating breeze, I then inhaled, greatly contributes 
‘to the restoration of my much shattered health, I cannot 
‘‘ behold without the most painful sensations, the discoloured 
‘* blades and the shrivelled ears of the injured maize. This 
‘devastation, however, is not generalin the part of the coun- 
try which [am now exploring. When on my way to thg 
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‘¢ Springs, I traversed Albemarle another course ; the drought 
s*had produced on the corn an effect scarcely less fatal, at 
‘* least along the stage road ; for in some parts of that coun. 
«try, they had abundant rains. Here a wide field opens for 
* theorists. Why this change in our atmosphere? I could 
** speculate on the subject like so many others. But here | 
‘* stop, lest I should give you the romance, instead of the his. 
«‘ tory of nature. Let us now be contented with facts. The 
** time will come when out of them a satisfactory theory may 
«¢ perhaps be eviscetated. 


Some find a correspondence in the late changes of the wea. 
ther with spots in the sun, as cause and effect: others reject. 
ing this theory have adopted different theories, but none of 
them have been satisfactory. In the “star in the West,” by 
Dr. Elias Boudinot, we find this extract. An old Charibbeec 
Indian in a very early day, thus addressed one of the white 
people ; « our people are become almost as bad as yours. We 
‘are so much altered since. you came among us, that we 
** hardly Know ourselves, and we think it owing to so melan- 
**choly achange, that hurricanes are more frequent then for- 
‘smerly. It is an evil spirit who has done all this.” ——F rom 
an Indian, let Christians receive a lesson. ‘These changes 
are from an invisible power whom we have offended. Men, 
as members of civil and religious society, are fond of change, 
and do not always change for the better. 

Was the great power which governs the world, as much 
given to change as we are, what evils must we experience, 
He sometimes varies the plan of his providence, to repreve an 
unstable race, rousing their fears, but yet continuing his 
kindness, that we may acknowledge his providence, and act 
n part more steady than we are inclined to do, « The wind 
bioweth were it listeth, thou hearest the sound thereof but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth,’? Vain 
the attempt to explain the mysteries of providence, It is the 
Lord, that is enough ; see his hand, submit to his will, trust 
in his goodness ; be more uniform ; fear the Lord, and med: 
dle not with those who are given to change. 
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THE WHEEL IS GOING ROUND; 


OR 


THE VARYING DISPENSATIONS OF PROVIDENCE, 


Ie 


YE sons of affluence and pride, 
Whose wealth flows in with ev’ry tide. 
Look not with scorn upon the poor, 
Nor glory in your splendid store, 

Tho’ now with plenty crown’d ; 
Your splendid store may soon decay, 
And all your substance melt away ; 
Your wealth in other channels flow, 
And leave you pennyless ; for lo, 

The wheel is going round ! 


Ye sons of dissipation, hear ! 
Unwelcome truths demand your ear ; 
Let pleasure’s fascinating smile 
No more your silly hearts beguile, 

Nor heed the syren sound. 
Tho’ now in mirth your days you spend, 
Those jovial days will quickly end ; 
‘Then think, amidst your flowing bowls, 
What misery awaits your souls ; 

The wheel is going round. 


Ye sons of wretchedness and woe, 
Whose briny tears in torrents flow ; 
Whose souls, oppress’d with anxious cares; 
And tortur’d with foreboding fears, 

Have num’rous troubles found, 
Be comforted, dismiss your fears, 
Suppress your sighs, and dry your tears ; 
Tho, now your aching heart must bleed, 
Pleasure and joy may soon succeed ; 

The wheel is going round, 


Ye sons of God and heirs of Heav’n, 
To whom th’ inheritance is giv’n 5 
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Tho’ for a time constrain’d to feel 
The revolutions of the wheel, 

While cares and griefs abound, 
Ye soon shall reach the peaceful shore, 
Where griefs and cares are known no more; 
Where, free from sin, and pain, and woe, 
Unmingled joys and pleasures flow 

In one eternal round, 


—_- 


THE SEASONS. 


WITH blooming hopes and budding joys 
The Spring like cheerful youth appears ; 
Yet oft some sudden blight destroys 
The promise fair of future years. 


With fervid rays and mellowing pow’r 
Shines Sunumer’s manhood strong & gay; 
Yet oft will the tempestuous hour 
Its strength and glory sweep away. 


From shorten’d days and tears of dew, 
The fruits and leaves in Autumn fly : 
So age bemoans his days are few, 
And feels his gifts before him die. 


Then Winter comes with frost and snow, 
O’er earth an icy tomb to spread ; 

So age at last, entomb’d below, 
Shall moulder with the silent dead. 


Yet soon shall Spring with genial breath 
New life and joy to Nature bring ; 

So saints shall burst the clod of Death, 

And blossom in eternal Spring. 











MONTHLY VISITANT; 


OR 


Something Sid. 


See 
‘¢No MAN HAVING DRUNK OLD WINE, STRAIGHTWAY 
DESIRETH NEW; FOR HE SAITHy THE OLD IS 
BETTER.” 
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